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Goal for CE Enrollees:
To explore the meanings and uses of an expressed desire for hastened death in seven patients living with advanced cancer.
Objectives for CE Enrollees:
On completion of this CE, the participant will be able to 1. Explore the meanings and the uses of expressed desire for hastened death in seven patients living with advanced cancer. 2. Recognize that a patient's expression of desire for hastened death is a communication tool.
I
ndividuals living with advanced cancer sometimes express desire for hastened death (Breitbart et al., 2000; Brown, Henteleff, Barakat, & Rowe, 1986; Chochinov et al., 1995; Coyle, Adelhardt, Foley, & Portenoy, 1990; Emanuel, Fairclough, & Emanuel, 2000; Rosenfeld et al., 2000; Seale & Addington-Hall, 1994) . The need to have a clear understanding of what such an expression means and what the individual is asking for is present at clinical and societal levels. Clinically, nurses and physicians need to understand such an expression so that they can respond appropriately to the individual's needs. At a societal level, understanding also is needed so that rational social policies can be formulated This material is protected by U.S. copyright law. Unauthorized reproduction is prohibited. To purchase quantity reprints, please e-mail reprints@ons.org or to request permission to reproduce multiple copies, please e-mail pubpermissions@ons.org.
